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EUCLID: PÔLE UNIVERSITAIRE EUCLIDE 

	

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND TREATY LAW 

 
 Credits: 3-5 US / x 1.5 to obtain ECTS 
 Regular faculty member assignment: Mark Scully 
 Code: LAW-INT1 (LAW-INT2 is the supplemental course to cover 

applications of interest to US students) 
	
	

HOW TO USE THIS SYLLABUS 

This	standardized	syllabus	is	your	study	guide	for	
this	course.		

Most	EUCLID	courses	require	the	sequential	reading	
of	the	textbooks	(and	other	materials)	listed	below.	
By	“reading,”	we	do	not	mean	mere	casual	reading	
but	rather	intense	studying	with	an	effort	to	
memorize	(highlighting	with	comments	and	taking	
notes	is	highly	recommended).			

The	“Course	Materials”	may	include	textbooks	as	
well	as	other	types	of	resources	including	MP3	
downloads,	webcasts,	compiled	PDFs,	etc.	

It	is	the	responsibility	of	the	student	to	obtain	the	Course	Materials.	In	most	cases,	
the	resources	required	for	the	course	are	available	from	the	EUCLID	online	library.	

Once	you	have	completed	the	reading	of	the	course	materials,	you	must	contact	your	
course	instructor	or	coordinator	to	discuss	the	proposed	theme	of	the	required	
paper(s).	Even	though	the	Quiz	assignment	is	considered	as	#2,	it	is	advisable	to	
complete	this	assignment	prior	to	starting	work	on	the	paper(s).		

For	each	quiz	questions,	do	not	forget	to	provide	a	footnote	reference	to	where	(text,	
page)	the	answer	can	be	found.	
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For	the	paper(s),	do	not	forget	that	you	must	comply	with	all	ACA‐401	guidelines	
and	requirements.	

PREREQUISITES 

 Completion of ACA-401 and TPH-499 
 DIP-401 
 LAW-INT is recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Prerequisite 
	
This	course	is	a	composite	based	on	an	introductory	Teaching	Company	lecture	
which	may	be	waived	for	students	with	prior	exposure	to	legal	concepts	and	
terminology.	The	topics	of	the	introductory	portion	are:	
	

1.	Foundations	of	Contract		
2.	Offer	and	Acceptance		
3.	Consideration,	Capacity,	and	Form		
4.	Genuineness	and	Discharge		
5.	Performances	and	Discharge		
6.	Remedies		
7.	Third‐Party	Rights		
8.	International	Contracts	

	
All students should own a dictionary of legal terms and have it on hand as they 
read the assigned textbooks. 
	
 
Part 1: International Law – General (target duration 4-6 weeks) 
	
The	foundational	textbooks	for	the	course	are:	
	
 International Law	(Malcolm	N.	Shaw	or	Antonio	Cassese)	

	
1.	The	nature	and	development	of	international	law;	2.	International	law	today;	3.	
Sources;	4.	International	law	and	municipal	law;	5.	The	subjects	of	international	law;	6.	
The	international	protection	of	human	rights;	7.	The	regional	protection	of	human	
rights;	8.	Recognition;	9.	Territory;	10.	Air	law	and	space	law;	11.	The	law	of	the	sea;	12.	
Jurisdiction;	13.	Immunities	from	jurisdiction;	14.	State	responsibility;	15.	International	
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environmental	law;	16.	The	law	of	treaties;	17.	State	succession;	18.	The	settlement	of	
disputes	by	peaceful	means;	19.	Interstate	courts	and	tribunals;	20.	International	law	
and	the	use	of	force	by	states;	21.	International	humanitarian	law;	22.	The	United	
Nations;	23.	International	institutions.	

	
After reading the SHAW or CASSESE, students must contact their assigned 
faculty member for a review and paper assignment. 
 
 
Part 2: Law of Treaties (target duration 4-6 weeks) 
	
 Modern Treaty Law and Practice,	2nd	edition	(Anthony	Aust)	

	
1.	Vienna	convention	on	the	Law	of	Treaties	1969;	2.	What	is	a	treaty?;	3.	MoUs;	4.	
Capacity	to	conclude	treaties;	5.	Full	powers;	6.	Adoption	and	authentication;	7.	Consent	
to	be	bound;	8.	Reservations;	9.	Entry	into	force;	10.	Treaties	and	domestic	law;	11.	
Territorial	application;	12.	Successive	treaties;	13.	Interpretation;	14.	Third	states;	15.	
Amendment;	16.	Duration	and	termination;	17.	Invalidity;	18.	The	depositary;	19.	
Registration	and	publicaton;	20.	Dispute	settlement	and	remedies;	21.	Succession	to	
treaties;	22.	International	organisations;	23.	Drafting	and	final	clauses;	Appendices.	

 
After reading the ‘AUST,’ students must contact their assigned faculty member 
for a review and paper assignment. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES / LEARNING OUTCOME 

	
 Understand	the	foundation	concepts	of	contract	law	
 Understand	the	difference	between	domestic	and	international	law	
 Understand	the	instruments,	mechanisms	and	agents	of	international	law	
 Understand	modern	treaty	law	and	instruments	
 Be	able	to	analyze	and	draft	an	international	agreement	
 Understand	how	international	law	affects	US	law	or	other	domestic	law	

	

MAIN / REQUIRED TEXT(S) 

 
 Teaching	Company	lecture	in	any	format	(see	above)	(if	required)	
 International Law	(Malcolm	N.	Shaw	or	Antonio	Cassese)	(SHAW	preferred)	
 Modern Treaty Law and Practice, Second Edition	(Anthony	Aust)	
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 International Law	(Carter	/	Trimble)	(Aspen	Publishing)	
 Paper: QUO VADIS PACTA SUNT SERVANDA: ADDRESSING THE TERMINOLOGY 

OF ‘MOU’ AND ‘TREATY’ IN ORDER TO DRAW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
BINDING AND NON-BINDING INSTRUMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW 
(accessible at www.treatylaw.org or ask your instructor)	

 Lecture	by	Prof.	Roucounas:	
http://untreaty.un.org/cod/avl/ls/Roucounas_IL.html 

 LSE	Summer	School	2010	‐	Contemporary	Developments	in	International	
Law	and	the	Role	of	the	International	Court	of	Justice	(Sir	Christopher	
Greenwood)	

 EUCLID	Supplemental	CoursePak	for	LAW‐INT	
http://www.lulu.com/content/5829697	

SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS OR RESOURCES 

 
 The concept of treaty in international law	(Jan	Klabbers)	
 Papers	by	Prof	D’Amato	at	http://anthonydamato.law.northwestern.edu/		
 UN	resources: http://www.un.org/law/	
 International Law Cases and Materials: Cases and Materials	(American	

Casebook	Series)	Lori	Fisler	Damrosch	(Editor)	–	discuss	with	instructor	
before	purchasing	this	book.	

 

RECOMMENDED AFFILIATIONS: 

 
 International	Society	for	International	Law	
 Organization	for	the	Study	of	Treaty	Law	(www.treatylaw.org)	

 

REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS TO COMPLETE COURSE 

 
Assignment 1a: 
This	course	requires	the	presentation	of	a	6‐14	page	paper	on	a	theme	of	the	
student’s	choice	dealing	with	an	area	of	international	law,	selected	in	consultation	
with	the	assigned	tutor,	based	on	the	textbook(s).	This	paper	must	(1)	comply	with	
all	LIT‐101/ACA‐401	guidelines	(2)	make	at	least	3	references	to	the	textbook(s).	
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Assignment 1b: 
This	course	requires	the	presentation	of	a	6‐14	page	paper	on	a	theme	of	the	
student’s	choice	dealing	with	treaty	law,	selected	in	consultation	with	the	assigned	
tutor,	based	on	the	textbook(s).	This	paper	should	discuss	/	analyze	one	or	more	
treaties	(or	instruments).	The	student	may	also	opt	to	draft	a	treaty	dealing	on	a	
particular	topic,	as	long	this	option	and	topic	has	been	cleared	with	the	instructor.	
Standard	academic	guidelines	apply.	
	
Assignment 2a: 
The	student	must	create	a	multiple‐choice	or	missing	word	quiz	with	10	questions,	
based	on	the	SHAW	or	CASSESE	textbook.	A	sample	is	available	at	
http://www.euclid.int/syllabi/quiz.pdf	
	
Assignment 2b: 
The	student	must	create	a	multiple‐choice	or	missing	word	quiz	with	10	questions,	
based	on	the	AUST	textbook.	A	sample	is	available	at	
http://www.euclid.int/syllabi/quiz.pdf		
 
Assignment 3: 
Once	the	paper(s)	and	quiz	have	been	submitted,	this	course	is	capped	by	an	
extensive	oral	examination	and	interactive	interview	with	the	assigned	faculty.	
	
Computation of Final Grade: 
	
 60%	of	the	final	grade	is	based	on	the	paper	and	quiz	
 40%	of	the	final	grade	is	based	on	the	final	oral	exam	/	closing	interview.	

	
	
	
STANDARD EUCLID GRADING SCALE: 
 

 A+	 4.00	
 A	 4.00	
 A‐	 3.84	
 B+	 3.33	
 B	 3.00	
 B‐	 2.67	
 C+	 2.33	
 C	 2.00	
 C	‐	 1.67	
 D+	 1.33	
 D	 1.00	
 F	 0.00	
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